Maramaiwa (September) 2022 RIMU COMMUNITY FOCUS

Tēnā koutou katoa. Ngā mihi ki te hapori whānui ō te Kura
ō Rimu – greetings to the wider community of Rimu
School.

Learning through the arts has been proven to enhance
student wellbeing, plus it’s always lots of fun! This term
our Samoan and Kapa Haka groups made us proud when
they performed at Polyfest in August.

I always enjoy writing the Community Newsletter at the end
of the term because it’s a chance to reflect on the variety of
rich and meaningful learning opportunities that our tamariki
are provided with.
In true Rimu style we have continued our focus on
providing strong Literacy and Mathematics programmes
across the school throughout the term. A highlight for both
tamariki and kaiako was having Rob Proffitt-White
demonstrate teaching open ended maths problem solving
in our junior classes. We also
loved having real life authors
Melinda Szymanik and Heather
Haylock visit to share their
writing processes. Our tamariki
were interested to learn that it is
the same process they use
when they are writing.
We like to keep physically active and fit. This term started
with Moffett Cup, our annual Southern Zone netball and
rugby competition, and this was followed a week later by a
fabulous day skiing and snowboarding at the Remarkables.
Throughout the term some of our seniors have been
learning to lead our Waihopaitaka
programme - pūrākau taught
through kēmu (stories taught
through games) and we have loved
having Wiki with us every fortnight.
This week we competed in
Tokanui’s Ki-O-Rahi Tournament.
Although there were no scores
taken, they assured me that they
“won” most of their games. Plus we
even squeezed in a Regional Chess Tournament.

We’ve been so very fortunate to be part of the DramaNZ
Pilot project which has involved Evelyn Mann working in
our kura to teach our tamariki and kaiako drama
conventions (techniques) that can be used across the
curriculum. Our Term 3 Inquiry “Rimu’s Stories of our
Place” provided the perfect context for a old school
dressup and drama day, which was facilitated by Wendy
from the Arrowtown Museum. Luckily our teaching team
isn't as stern and strict as teachers were back in the day!
Check out the
Southland
Express this week
for more
information. Our
Mataī tamariki
continued learning
to knit this term
with Age Concern.

Health Education is also an
important part of enhancing
student wellbeing and this
term we appreciated having
Constable Marty join us, for
the very last time before he
retires, to teach us all about
Keeping Ourselves Safe. While he
was on site, he also helped unload
a trailer load of compost and taught
some of our seniors how to change
Helen’s flat car tyre.
On
Wednesday
Evelyn
ran
our
Sexuality Education evening which
was well received by tamariki and

whānau. She is so skilled at presenting the information in
an entertaining, relatable and age appropriate way for our
tamariki. We have found her sessions really help to open
up conversations between tamariki and their whānau.
Because we love to have fun at
Rimu, we love an opportunity to
dress up and boogie. Earlier in
the term we turned out in red,
black and white
to fundraise for
the Southland
Charity Hospital, then we wigged up for
Wig Wednesday in support of the
Hillary’s fundraiser for Child Cancer and
to cap it off, we boogied the night away
at our Neon and Bright Disco.

From our Home and School Committee
It’s been a great term for the Home and School Committee.
A huge thanks to our community for supporting the bingo
night, the disco and the ongoing sausage sizzles. While
the community gets together and kids enjoy themselves,
it’s an added benefit that the committee is able to support
the school with resources and experiences. We hear that
the juniors have been enjoying the new sandpit toys too.
We have bought the paint powder for the colour run next
week so make sure you are ready to run!
Pet Day next term is the committee’s next big focus so
keep an eye out for information coming your way and let us
know how you can help.
Enjoy the sunshine.
Akomanga Kōrero:

And just because we’re not finished
having fun just yet, we are going to celebrate the end of the
term with a Community BBQ and Colour Run on the last
day of the term - what fun!
This will be my last newsletter as the Principal of Rimu
School, as I am taking on the role of Associate Principal at
the James Hargest Junior Campus. I would like to thank
you all for your support, kindness and strong sense of
whanaungatanga (belonging) while I have been in the role.
I will miss your warmth and generosity, fabulous support
with working bees and Outdoor Education, and active
engagement in your children’s learning. I know the newly
appointed Principal will thoroughly appreciate and enjoy
being part of such a special school community, just as I
have!
He aha te mea nui o te ao?
He tangata! He tangata! he tangata!
What is the most important thing in the world?
It is people! It is people! It is people!

Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,

Kate
From the Board of Trustees
We are fortunate to have 3 new members to the Board of
Trustees; Dave Gibbs (Presiding Member / Chair), Cath
McCraw (Treasurer) and Hannah Patu (Secretary). Aaron
Wakelin has also been re-elected as our Staff
Representative.
Rimu has always enjoyed a very stable and supportive
Board of Trustees and we know these new people will
continue to support Allan Mitchell as he takes over the role
of Acting Principal until a new Principal is appointed in
October.

Mataī
Mataī Update
It’s been a busy, fun time in Mataī!
Our second group of knitters visited Age Concern, learning
to knit and chatting with their ‘buddy’. We worked hard to
prepare for our Polyfest performance; our Kapa Haka and
Pasifika groups were outstanding, showcasing some fine
leadership from our team.
We’ve had Constable Marty visit us to remind us about
‘Keeping Ourselves Safe’ - we always love his visits! A
drama expert, Evelyn, has been working with us to develop
our skills and teach us new drama techniques - we’ve
loved using the ‘Gossip Circle’ and ‘Newsreporter’
techniques as it challenged us in a fun way. Some of the
tamariki competed in the Zone Athletics, smashing some
records - 24m in discus by Jake! We’ve also been fortunate
enough to have ex-pupil Amelia Douglas-Scott return to
teach our ‘Ki-o-rahi’ teams in preparation for their
tournament in Tokanui! They’re showing great skill and
sportsmanship which is tūmeke to see!

That week we dressed for Blair Vining in red, black and
white,
We shared his passion in assembly and in fundraising, we
did unite.

For our Inquiry this term we are
looking into the ‘Good Sorts’ in
our community. We first had to
develop our Production company
name, settling with ‘Diamond
Documentaries’. The tamariki
have identified some past and
present ‘Good Sorts’ from our
community, who they are
interviewing next week. We will
then use our ICT skills to create
our own version of the TVNZ documentaries. Be sure to
check these out on Facebook or at our School Jubilee next
year!

Training for Moffett Cup was well underway,
practices were fierce, we couldn’t wait to play.
The Remarkables was a ski trip for some lucky few,
who giggled and squealed, as down the hill they flew.

We had story tellers, Wiki, Rob and Evelyn come to our
school
They all shared their expertise, which we thought was
really cool.

As some of us will be moving onto Secondary Schools, we
have started looking at the ‘Legacy we leave behind’.
We’ve explored what we want our legacy to look like and
have set some goals about how we will get there! We’ve
displayed this using some art!
Our Inquiry has also led us to explore what life was like
‘back in the old school yard’; exploring the School Archives
and dressing up for our ‘1800s drama day’. Our day began
with a cleanliness inspection followed by the singing of the
National Anthem. After taking our seats we said the 'Lord's
Prayer', were given our new names, rote learnt our 12
times tables, completed our handwriting on slate boards,
played knucklebones, learnt our arithmetic, spelling and
how you can earn the cane! A few of us received it …

For Kapa Haka we worked hard to learn each cultural
dance move,
poi was learnt, hips did sway, Pasifika got to strut their
groove.

The week of Wacky Wig Day was a fun filled one,
we fundraised heaps and made a video, which was fun.
Our moves and song was enjoyed by many in our
assembly share,
we danced up a storm and sang, with the wackiest hair.

Kōwhai
It’s hard to believe our term is done,
but oh my days, we sure had fun.
It started with performers, acting out a play,
their energy was fabulous in every way.

We had a blast moving and grooving at our school disco,
in bright colours we moved to the music, loving the neon
glow,

Our Olden Day dress up was so much fun,
Miss KT was strict with her hair tied back in a bun.
Writing was hard with chalk and also slate,
check out our class photo - don’t we look great!

Some other highlights of the term
were having Constable Marty come
and teach us about keeping
ourselves safe and a class trip to the
SIT School Concert, where we got to
sing and dance. Also getting to
spend time with our friends and play
at morning tea and lunchtime. We
did some Go Noodle and Just Dance
in the class and Mr Wakelin has
taught us how to play ‘Naughts & Crosses’ using hoops
and bean bags, and of course some maths and writing.
Have a great holiday and we will see you next term.

We have worked on time and capacity plus number
knowledge too,
Maths is everywhere, in everything we do.
We continue to revisit our Writing, making sure it is edited
in red pen,
“You can do it, add detail,” Miss KT says, again and again.
We asked great questions during interviews, with Wendy
and Janene,
it was so interesting to hear their stories - of what they’ve
seen & where they’d been.
We played old style games like knucklebones, hopscotch
and gutter ball,
we learnt that in elastics, it helped if you were very tall.
So as you can see this term has been a big one,
complete with awesome memories and heaps of fun.
We look forward to a well deserved break with family and
friends,
and can’t wait to show off our crafts for Pet Day after our
holiday ends.
From all the tamariki in Kōwhai & Miss KT

Mānuka
Wow! Where has this term gone? We
started the term with some of us
participating in Moffett Cup. This was
when we played Netball and Rugby
against other Southern Zone Schools.
For our Inquiry, we looked at what
schools were like in the past and
differences between then and now.
Did you know that if you wrote with
your left hand you had it tied behind
your back. This meant
you had to write with
your right hand. We also
had Evelyn Mann come
and teach us some
drama skills that we
used in our Inquiry.

From
Mānuka

Miro
An Update From Miro ..
Wow - what an action packed
term we’ve had. It has been
filled with lots of wonderful
visitors and learning
experiences.
The term began with a show
from the New Zealand
Playhouse Company. They
filled the hall with song, dance
and lots of laughter.

The first half of the term was
filled with preparation for Polyfest. Many in Miro took part in
this - either in Kapa Haka, Pasifika group or both! It was
great to see the team getting amongst it.
The new sandpit toys from the Rimu
Home and School Committee have
been a great hit with the Miro team and
the rest of the school. We’re really
enjoying using them at break times. If
you ask the team, they’ll tell you “the
new diggers are the best!”
Drama and dressing up have filled the second half of the
term. We had a wacky Wig Wednesday to support Eli and

the Hillary Whānau in their
mission to raise funds for child
cancer.
We got ‘our neon’ on and
boogie for the school disco which was lots of fun too. Many
of the team attended and had a
great time - Thanks again to our Year 7/8s and The RHSC.
You did a great job decorating the hall
and organising the music.
The school wide 1800s yesteryear
dress up day was great say the least! It
was awesome to see so many of the
team get dressed up. After our morning
inspection for cleanliness, we played
some knuckle bones and did some
skipping for fitness. Later in the day we
had a lesson with ‘Mrs Grey’ looking at
items from yesteryear - it was a great
day from a time gone by.
This week
we enjoyed
Constable
Marty
visiting us.
We enjoyed
singing and
seeing
Larry the Lion but taking part in a role
play with Constable Marty about
keeping ourselves safe was definitely
the highlight.
Evelyn also popped in for some drama
and supported us in learning some
new drama techniques - The Boss of The Story. Miro got
really involved creating a series of freeze frames, spoken
thoughts and a video snippet from a photo - it was lots of
fun. And we are
looking forward to
exploring this more
next term.
As we wrap up the
term and head
towards the
holidays it will
definitely be time
for the team to
have a well earned rest.
Over and out from Miro

Rātā
Reflections from Rātā
What a busy and exciting term we have had! Over
term 3, we welcomed Lenix, Niall and their whānau
to our fabulous learning team. I am always proud of
how well the children support new tamariki coming
into our space with a cheerful smile, a helping hand
and willingness to offer support and advice.
We have enjoyed a range of learning experiences
over the term and many children have pushed
themselves out of their comfort zones by trying new
things, joining groups and giving things their very
best efforts. Ka pai tō mahi!
Highlights for us this term include: NZ Playhouse
theatre group performance, Constable Marty and
Larry visiting us and teaching us how to be safe,
going to the SIT Concert, the ‘Olden days’ dress up
day, school disco, Wacky Wig Day, Polyfest, Whaea
Wiki (Waihopaitaka) and Evelyn Mann (drama
specialist) working with us. We’ve loved the new
sandpit toys kindly bought by the RHSC and are
enjoying the warmer weather to get back into the
sandpit.
We wish Kate well at her new school next term. Best
wishes Kate!
Happy holidays
From Rātā

