Sunday 28th August 2022
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
I know you will have been waiting in anticipation for our next newsletter. It is delayed by a week due to the busyness of
preparing for Polyfest, but this edition is chocker block full of what we’ve been up to.
Ski/Snowboarding Trip:
Friday the 12th of August was our annual ski and snowboarding trip. What an awesome day on the slopes we had! The
weather was perfect, the snow was powdery and our tamariki achieved great success at mastering new skills, which
demonstrated their mana motuhake (persistence and grit).

Storyline Storytellers:
On Monday the 15th of August, we were treated to a visit from
guest authors Melinda Szymanik and Heather Haylock from
Auckland. Our tamariki enjoyed learning about where authors
get their inspiration and how they craft their books. They were
fascinated that authors work in the same way they do when
they’re writing.
Chess Tournament:
Our clever tamariki showed Rimu’s talent at the Checkmate
Challenge at Salford School on the 17th of August. Our
seniors have been busy practising during every spare moment
leading up to the tournament and it showed with Ihorei placing 2nd in the Rookies Section followed by Meila in 3rd and
Meila also secured overall best girl in the same section. Tēno pai rangitahi (young people)!

Polyfest - 26th August
Covid restrictions during Terms 1 and 2 have meant we haven’t been able to sing inside as we usually would in
preparation for Polyfest. This meant our tamariki and tutors had an action packed month learning the waitata, haka and
dances in preparation for Polyfest. They made us incredibly proud on Friday the 26th when their hard work was put into

action on the stage. Thank you to Kelly and Tupufia Lafoga for their expert tutiation and Pip for her tūmeke coordination
of our Samoan group and thank you to Ruth Snowden for her guidance with our Kapa Haka roopu and Aaron and Katie
for helping me lead the group. Behind our fabulous performances was a team of amazing parents who made it all
possible - thank you to you all!

Assembly 2nd September - Acknowledging Our Departing BOT Members
During my time as Principal at Rimu School, I have been incredibly fortunate to have the ongoing support and guidance of
fantastic board members. This year, we farewell Stacey Bradley and Greg Herbert from the Board and we will be
acknowledging their valued contributions at assembly on Friday the 2nd of September. Assembly will start at 2.20pm.
Zone Athletics - Coming Up:
Due to being in Red Level during Term 1, the Southern Zone and Southland Athletics was postponed until later in the
year. In preparation for the Southland Athletics, Aaron will be running the Southern Zone Athletics on Friday the 16th of
September. As with previous years, we will only be sending our qualifying seniors to this day. During lunchtimes, Aaron
is busy running our seniors through the qualifying events and supporting them to prepare to compete. He will be in
contact with details for the Zone Athletics, if your child meets the qualifying criteria to compete.
Mid Year Reporting:
At our recent Board of Trustees meeting, we spent time analysing our whole school mid year data. We are pleased that,
despite the high levels of disruption to learning throughout Terms 1 and 2 due to sickness and Covid, our kaiako
(teachers) are working hard and achieving pleasing results with our rangitahi (young people). This is demonstrated in the
similar proportions achieving towards, at and above curriculum expectations in comparison to this time last year.
At this point in the year, Year 0-3 tamariki are reported on against this most current 6 month or 1 year anniversary
judgement and our Year 4-8s are judged against the end of year curriculum expectations.

Mathematics:

Reading:

Writing:

Progressing Towards
Curriculum
Expectations

Meets Curriculum
Expectations

Exceeds Curriculum
Expectations

2022

20 (20%)

72 (71%)

10 (10%)

2021

25 (24%)

72 (67%)

11 (10%)

2022

30 (29%)

62 (61%)

10 (10%)

2021

30 (27%)

62 (57%)

16 (15%)

2022

32 (32%)

66 (65%)

4 (4%)

2021

31 (29%)

69 (64%)

8 (7%)

Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,
Kate

