Maramawhitu (July) 2022 RIMU COMMUNITY FOCUS

Tēnā koutou katoa. Ngā mihi ki te hapori whānui ō te Kura
ō Rimu – greetings to the wider community of Rimu
School.
It is hard to believe we are already half way through the
school year - time flies when you’re having fun!
Throughout the term we have faced challenges with
increased sickness in our community, but we now appear
to be out the other side of that, with very little illness
amongst our children and low Covid case numbers. We
are looking forward to having our tamariki and staff at
school consistently next term, especially with all the
exciting learning opportunities we have planned.
Throughout Term 2, our
major Inquiry focus has
been New Zealand
Native
Creatures
through the lens of
Living World Science
and our Taking Action
Capabilities
(Making
and Creating). Classes
have been learning
about what is native to New Zealand and what are the
creatures unique features and habitats and why? An
example of this learning is Miro and Rātā’s Night Walk with
Lloyd Esler, which was strongly supported by our
community.
Tonight we hosted our Inquiry Sharing
Evening which was a celebration of all the learning our
tamariki have engaged in throughout the term. It was lovely
to reconnect with our whānau in person. Here are some
photos of the action:

Throughout the term we have provided opportunities for
our tamariki to engage in Health and Physical Education
learning, beginning at the start of the term with a visit from
Theresa, Harold and the Life Education Van. The scooter
track provided a great location for training for cross country
and our tamariki demonstrated mana motuhake (grit and
determination) putting these skills into action at the
Southern Zone Cross Country. Unfortunately our School
Colour Run was postponed due to the weather, but we’ll
definitely be running this in Term 3. Our Mānuka, Kōwhai
and Mataī tamariki thoroughly enjoyed their cycling safety
and skill session provided by Nic and Bruce from Cycle
Southland and recently Katie Herman won our school 25
new hockey sticks. We’re looking forward to using these
for skills sessions with Hockey Southland next term. And
of course, an across school favourite has been our ongoing
Māori games every fortnight with Whaea Wiki!

Term 3 is shaping up to be another exciting term of
learning with Polyfest, Moffett Cup, our ski trip and an “Old
School Day” being just a few of the great learning
opportunities ahead of us.
Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,

Kate

One of the many benefits of moving to Orange is that our
Year 7/8s have been able to engage in a range of learning
experiences especially designed to
develop their leadership skills and
extend their learning.
We are
incredibly proud of Maia and Brooke’s
creation of Tane Mahuta for the
ShowQuest Wearable Arts, which
recently won Star of the Night. They
worked on it over the course of Terms
1 and 2 as part of their passion
project mahi (work). It will be on
display this evening for you to check
out. Our seniors also enjoyed
attending the GRIP Leadership
Course in Gore and had fun
connecting with their Year 7-8 peers
at an Active South MoveWell Day.

From the Board of Trustees

Hey team, with another term done and dusted we are
halfway through the year already; time seems to be flying
bye next thing you know it will be spring and calving and
lambing will be in full swing.
Your BOT has been tidying up a few tasks such as the
School Financial audit, which is currently underway, also
the purchase of a storage container for all the scooters
that are store at school. We are taking delivery of this over
the holidays, and it will be a great addition to the storage
at the school.
On the property front work has been approved for the
new water storage tank and filter system which will
hopefully mitigate the need for us to purchase water next
summer. We will also be putting the final touches on our
scooter track in the spring with the native planting on the
corner brumes and the grass seed touch ups.
The team is also currently working through the feasibility
of school van for transport for the students on outings etc,
this is quite timely with the increase in transport cost and
peoples time becoming so valuable this will hopefully
work out as a great initiative and open learning
opportunities outside the school gate with out enduring
extra cost or time commitment from parents to provide
transport.

We are really grateful for the ongoing support of our Home
and School Committee and this term, they have generously
donated sensory equipment for our junior classes and
some exciting new sandpit toys. Thank you also for
coordinating our Sharing Evening BBQ and Family Fun
Housie night, which was an absolute hit! Kei runga noa atu
koe - we’re lucky to have you!

With the up-and-coming board elections there is a great
opportunity to join the board and have input into the
governance of the school and work through initiatives
such as scooter track and the school van, if you think this
could be a bit of you please reach out to any of the current
board members for the in’s and outs of the role.
Have a great holiday break,
Regards Anthony
On behalf of the Rimu School BOT

From our Home and School Committee

A big thank you! We have had some exciting donations for
the Bingo night prizes. We appreciate your support in
fundraising for our Rimu kids.

The Home and School Committee recently held its AGM
and it was brilliant to have some new faces. Our meetings
are always advertised so please feel welcome to come
along at any time.
Handy on the BBQ? Let us know if you would be available
one Friday next term to cook sausages. It’s an easy job
and sharing the load keeps the Friday sausages coming:
Email: secretary.rhsc@gmail.com
Akomanga Kōrero:

Mataī
In Mataī we have been very busy. For inquiry we
have been learning all about New Zealand native
animals. This has been a lot of fun and we were
fortunate enough to have Lloyd Ester come into class
to share his expertise with us
about native animals and their
predators. Our art this term
has been focused on these
animals and we created paper
mache of some native and
endemic animals in nz. We
started by gathering
information about our animals
and we created a pop art and
a sketch of them. We also
were able to experiment with clay and made clay
sculptures of our native animals. We are looking
forward to sharing these with our parents at the
sharing evening.
All this term, Maia and Brooke have
been working hard on their entry to
the Showquest Toi Wearable Arts
competition. They designed their
costume with 70% reusable
materials. Some examples of what
they used were: flax from Brooke's
house and duck feathers from the
Bradleys and they made their own
cross stitch representing the school.
They were
very lucky that they won the
‘Star of the Night Award’!
Bike week was so much fun,
we were able to bring our
bikes to school for 2 days.
We had Nic and Bruce from
Cycling Southland come and
teach us about being bike

wise, they taught us about bike safety by showing the
a,b,c,d process we need to follow before riding our
bikes. A for air, B for brakes, C for components and D
is for drop. These are all things we need to check on
our bikes before we start. It was heaps of fun
because we learnt how to be safe on the road and
what sort of things to look out for.

Our Senior Leaders (minus
Jake) had the opportunity to
attend the Grip Conference in
Gore. It was a chance for them
to reflect on how they can
contribute to the
whanaungatanga of Rimu
School.
We tried something new this
term by making a flax wall
hanging to gift to the marae to
celebrate matariki. It was heaps
of fun, we learnt how to strip
the flax, tie it and then we learnt
how to whatu stitch.
Written on behalf of Matai by Maia and Georgia

Kōwhai
We have had the most eventful term. We started it
with Harold teaching us about making S.M.A.R.T
goals and ended it with a Whānau hui to share our
accomplishments. In between we have enjoyed
endless fun making connections between Pūrākau
(Māori legends) and action packed games with Wiki;
built up our understanding of Area and Perimeter;
some ran cross country; investigated native New
Zealand animals; created awesome art; developed
our bike Safety skills; made gifts for Matariki;
presented our work in our first assembly for the year;
and by the time you receive this we will have shared
our learning at our Inquiry Evening. Oh and we read
many books, wrote creative pieces of writing and
calculated many answers to maths questions. We are
majorly proud of our accomplishments but do believe
we all deserve a break to recharge our batteries for
the remainder of the year.
We hope you all have a fabulous few weeks and look
forward to seeing you in Term 3 for more adventures
and achievements to be celebrated.
Kōwhai (Miss KT)

We have been writing about
Dodgeball and my favourite
sentence was - “Jax led the
team to victory” - Sally
In term two we had Wiki. She
told us legends and stories
like the Haast Eagle which
we used to play a game. We had to steal the eggs, I
blocked the first person which was Jax - Myles

In Kōwhai we have made kiwis out of clay and
painted them. Making them was fun but painting them
was better - Issac

Nic and Bruce told us to stand on the clean side of
our bike. We did lots of activities, like driving around
in a circle and holding our hands up to show what
way we are turning. - Parker

I got to give my artwork to the Murihiku Marae, along
with biscuits - Millie P

Check out our amazing artwork. It has been fun
learning different styles of art and thinking about
ratios when sketching birds - Kōwhai.

Mānuka
Wow, where has the term gone? One of the things
that we really enjoyed learning about this term was
Native Frogs (Pepeketua) of New Zealand and
Matariki. When learning about the frogs we found out
that there were 4 native species, Hamilton’s Frog,
Maud Island Frog, Hochstetter’s Frog and Archey’s
Frog. They are all endangered and at risk of going
extinct. Did you know that the Archey’s Frog is the
smallest in Aotearoa and when fully grown it will only
be 4cm long. Some other bits of information are:
- they have no external eardrum
- they have round (not slit) eyes
- they don't croak regularly like most frogs
- they don't have a tadpole stage. The embryo
develops inside an egg, and then hatches as
an almost fully-formed frog. The young of
most species are cared for by their parents for example,
the male
Archey's frog
may carry his
young
offspring
around on his
back.
When learning about
Matariki, we learnt that there were a few stories
passed down from generation to generation regarding
the Stars of Matariki and how they were formed. We
also found out that Matariki is the Māori New Year
and it represents a time to get together with whānau
to gather food and share memories of those who

have passed. Below are some photos of some art
that we created in class. We created the art by
colouring in a page with bright colours and then
painting over top in balck paint. Once the paint had
dried, we then scratch the paint off to reveal the
colours underneath.

we all return bright eyed and bushy tailed for Term 3 on the 25th of July.

Have a great holiday.
From Mānuka

Miro
Term 2 … A What’s gone down in Miro:
We began the term with a visit from Harold. He came
to teach us about being a good friend, he brought his
puppet friends to help him, which Miro really enjoyed.
Then in week two, Mrs Murphy joined us! We made a
baking soda and vinegar rocket to learn about
chemical reactions. During this time, we also played
games to learn about length. The weather wasn’t
great and we didn't have our School Colour Run fingers crossed this will go ahead next term. Many of
the Miro team did however go to the Zone Cross
Country - the weather couldn’t have been better and
they had a great day.
In the weeks that followed we harvested many of the
veggies from our vegepod. We ate the carrots with
dip, the radishes with some salt, the celery with some
peanut butter and turned the broccoli into soup which had mixed reviews from the team. The Miro
team have wrapped the term up with learning about
endemic and native New Zealand creatures - in
particular birds. We have been busy making 3D paper
mache bird masks that we are very much looking
forward to sharing with our whānau on Thursday
evening. It’s been an action packed term - a restful
and relaxing break to recharged for Term 3 is
definitely in order.
Have a wonderful holiday break and I am looking
forward to hearing about the team's adventures when

Rātā
Reflections from Rātā
Term 2 started with a hiss and a
roar as we welcomed Charlie, Bria,
Sebastian, Eden and their whānau
to our learning team. At the
beginning of the term, we also
welcomed Harold and Theresa
back for some more learning with
us. The children always love the experience of going
into the Life Education Truck. We danced, sang and
had a great time. We were lucky to also have Ruby
Borland-Fraser, a College of Education 2nd year
student with us for a posting. We always enjoy new
people joining us and the children did a great job
welcoming her to our space. We were in training
mode preparing for our Colour Run, but despite our
best efforts, the weather was not favourable on the
day for the running event. The Rātā tamariki decided
a dress-up day would be a great alternative!
During Term 2, the tamariki worked alongside buddies
in Mataī on a Wednesday afternoon. Together they
made a star creation that was gifted to the Murihiku
Marae to celebrate Matariki. Working with the
tuakana gives us another opportunity to get to know
older tamariki in our kura. Our Inquiry this term, has

been focused around NZ Native Animals. We were
lucky enough to have Lloyd Esler visit us and then
guide us on a ‘Night Walk’ to Seaward Bush. We
were hunting to see or hear any nocturnal or native
animals. It was such an adventure to all be out in the
dark together with our torches! Whaea Wiki has also
been visiting us regularly as we learn pūrākau
(stories) and kemu (games). The RHSC have
generously brought puppets and sensory tools to help
us discover, play and explore.
Have a happy and safe holiday!
From Rātā

MITEY - Student Wellbeing Programme
Sir John Kirwan presents Mitey, mental health
education for tamariki, at the Ascot,
July 12th at 4:00pm.
All welcome
Sir John Kirwan is underway with The Mitey Drive
(www.themiteydrive.org) to raise awareness and
support for child mental health education in New
Zealand. With NZ having the worse youth mental
health and suicide statistics in the OECD, the Sir
John Kirwan Foundation has designed Mitey
(www.mitey.org.nz), a fresh approach to mental
health education to equip our tamariki now and in
their future, with the skills, knowledge and
behaviours to look after their own mental health
and those around them.
Come and hear about the impact Mitey is making,
how Mitey works across the school to build mental
health in your children and what we can do to
support bringing Mitey to schools in Southland.
Rimu is registered to begin training in Term 4 in
preparation for implementing the programme in the
beginning of 2023
Tuesday 12 July 2022
https://fb.me/e/1ZMeEV7F3 for RSVP

