Friday 10th June 2022
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
Nationwide Attendance Focus:
You may have seen in the media yesterday, that the government announced a nationwide strategy to focus on ensuring
our young people are present and engaged at school. You may not realise, but when children are present less than 90%
(9/10 days per fortnight or 5 days absent per term) by the time they reach Year 10, they have lost a year of schooling.
Therefore, anything less than 90% is considered cause for concern. Attendance of less than 70% (7/10 days per fortnight
or 15 days absent per term) is considered “chronic absence”.
We are incredibly fortunate that as a school community, you value learning and work hard to ensure your tamariki attend
school consistently. Over the last 6 months, we have had an average of 93% attendance for our wahine (girls) and 90%
for our tane (boys). We acknowledge that Covid, and more recently the nasty flu that is circulating, has impacted student
attendance and we thank you for keeping your children home if they have been ill, to help stop the spread. We have
boxes of Covid tests at school, so if you ever need any, please just ask at the Office.
As we look towards the rest of the year and learn to live with Covid, we strongly encourage you to think carefully about
your child’s attendance. Daily attendance supports not only students’ learning progress, but also their social relationships
because they continue to be connected. If you talk to any child, they will admit that it’s hard to come back after a day
away because you missed out on the game that was played yesterday, or the learning experience that others are talking
about etc. The first bell for school rings at 8.45am and it’s important that tamariki are at school before this time to unpack
their bags, get organised, connect with their peers and settle into the day.
During Ākonga (Student) Led Conferences and Junior Whānau Hui, our teachers will be sharing your child’s attendance
rates with you. For those whānau who are not due a Junior Whānau Hui yet, I will send home the report for your
reference.
Mataī Knitters
Every Wednesday Emma Scott and our Senior Knitters head out to Age Concerned to learn
the art of knitting. This is a valuable opportunity for our tamariki to develop mana
motuhake, through learning to follow instructions, concentrate, persevere and start again
when it doesn’t work out. During this time, our lucky Rātā tamariki are enjoying the
opportunity to make and create with the rest of our seniors. Last week they were making
Matariki stars.
Cycling Southland Skills and Safety Skills
We are incredibly thankful to Nic and Bruce from Cycling Southland for their expert cycling skills and safety coaching on
Thursday and Friday last week. It’s been impressive to see what our Mānuka, Mataī and Kōwhai tamariki can recall from
their sessions and the skills they developed and refined over the two days. Our scooter track provided the perfect context
for learning to ride as a peloton and race single track. The shared experience has definitely provided a rich, authentic
context for descriptive writing!

Ākonga (Student) Led Conferences / Junior Whānau Hui
On Tuesday the 28th and Wednesday the 29th of June, we have our Ākonga (Student) Led Conferences / Junior Whānau
Hui. School will be closed for instruction on Tuesday from 12.30pm to allow time for our kaiako (teachers) to meet
with whānau and tamariki. The school bus will be leaving promptly at 12.30pm, so town whānau, please expect your
children to arrive at approximately 1.20pm. The bus will run as usual on Wednesday.
The link to our booking system will be sent out via SeeSaw next week.
Southland Cross Country
Congratulations to Scarlett and Sefton Jaine, who will be representing the Southern Zone at
the Southland Cross Country on Friday the 17th of June.
Sharing Evening / Home and School Social Gathering - Thursday 7th of July
(5.30-8.30pm)
We are excited to be working towards our upcoming Inquiry Sharing and Whānau Fun Evening. The theme will be New
Zealand Native Animals and you can expect to see some fabulous creations on display. We will be starting the evening at
5.30pm, followed by a BBQ catered by our Home and School Committee and some fun family bingo.
Broccoli Soup For Lunch
What a treat! Miro made me lunch today - broccoli soup, using their own home grown broccoli and celery. They carefully
cut up the ingredients, created the broth, cooked it and whizzed it to perfection. Although Miro tamariki provided mixed
reviews, I rated their soup a 5/5!

Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,
Kate

