Friday 27th May 2022
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
Mathematics Professional Learning for Kaiako (Teachers) and Tamariki
It has been fantastic to see our kaiako and tamariki so excited about their mathematics teaching
and learning since we began our learning journey with Rob Proffitt-White earlier this year. It is
challenging us all to think really critically about developing our ākonga (students) into critical
mathematicians.
Rob has been commissioned by the Ministry of Education to lead the development of
Mathematics as part of the New Zealand Curriculum Refresh across the country. We were just
very fortunate to engage him in working with our Southland Cluster before the rest of the country
realised how good his mahi (work) is and wanted him to work with them!
Rob’s message is that we have the learning resources and expertise in our New Zealand
schools to be able to teach Maths well, but he endorses 5 teaching routines “Rapid Routines”
that are the key to quickly identifying what tamariki know and can do, maintaining what they
have learnt, discussing and debating mathematical concepts and open ended problem solving.
Here’s what our tamariki have to say about their mathematics learning:
Kōwhai
The moveNprove is one of our favourites as we get to share our thoughts about the correct
answer and mathematically explain our reason for choosing that particular answer.
MoveNprove is when we get a question on the board that has four different answers. When we
figure out the answer we stand in the corner with the matching letter and tell Miss KT why.
Sometimes if we give a good reason people change their answer. Jacob.
Everyone has to prove their answer by saying why you think it, which is good for showing what you
know. Emily
We have been doing revisitNretrain each morning. It helps us to show what we
know.
With revisit and retain I am feeling confident when I practise things - Sefton
Open ended questions have been testing our brains out. It is different to finish
a question then come up with other answers for the same question, for
example the answer is 20 can result in endless answers - some can use
addition and subtraction, others can write word problems and many are giving
multiplication and division a go.
Rātā
In Rātā, we have learnt a new game to help us recognise dice patterns. We
are looking at different ways numbers can be represented and we’re trying to find the one that doesn’t belong. We’ve
been practicing to write numbers as well.

Miro’s Marvelous Mathematics:
Miro has been working on accurately writing our numbers, making sure we form them correctly (facing the right way), as
well as ordering the digits correctly i.e. sixteen is 16 not 61 - building our understanding of place value.

We have been making numbers from different materials. Making them four ways, three correct and one incorrect consolidating our knowledge of numbers and the different ways they can look but are still the same.
We’ve also been learning simple algebra using shapes. Check out the pictures of our target number 18. Can you work
out what each block represents?

Mānuka
In Mānuka over the past couple of weeks, our maths has been focused on finding the Perimeter of a shape. To find the
perimeter of a shape you need to make sure you add all the sides together and this gives you the distance around the
outside. Some of us have found it tricky because we had to learn how to use a ruler properly and
we had to make sure that we measured twice before deciding how long a side was.
Mr Wakelin has also been getting us to find all the different ways we can
make a particular number. For example the numbers 6, 7, 8 and 10.
The next thing Mr Wakelin is going to be teaching us is finding the area
and volume of a shape, which is finding out how much is in the inside or
how much it can hold.
From Mānuka
Maths in Mataī
“The maths is challenging because it’s new and different and we take
our time to work out the answer” Chevelle
“I like how we work in different groups to solve problems so we can talk to each other and figure it
out together” Maddy
“I like how we work as a whole class sometimes and that we aren’t all in little groups. We can talk
more about our maths and listen to others ideas and ways of working it out” Pyper
“It gets tricky sometimes when we are solving our problems - we’re learning Perimeter and Area at
the moment and we have to know our times tables” Braxton
“I think the maths is new and different, and it sometimes is hard until you get the hang of it - I never
even knew what factors and multiples were, but now I do” Jacob
We agreed we prefer this way of working much more than the other way. We share our ideas more,
work in groups, use materials, problem solve
our way out of the learning pit and learn our
maths in lots of different ways e.g games, small
groups, whole class conversations etc.

Assemblies:
It was such a treat to hold our first School Assembly for 2022 two weeks ago. Our Matai and Manuka tamariki enjoyed
sharing their learning and we LOVED having our whānau back enjoying our learning with us. See you at the next
assembly on Friday the 3rd of June.
Change of Teacher in Matai:
We are excited to be welcoming Mrs B (Anita Bradley) into Matai for the remainder of
the term from Thursday the 2nd of June. We wish Alice a super speedy recovery
while on medical leave.
Southern Zone Cross Country:
Today was a great opportunity to throw on the gum boots and head down to
Woodlands Agricentre to check out our competitive runners in action. I was incredibly
proud of the mana motuhake our tamariki
demonstrated and it was lovely to
reconnect with all the whānau who were
down there.
Congratulations to our speedsters:
Evie - 1st 5 Year Old
Kate - 2nd 5 Year Old
Stella - 1st 8 Year Old
Jimmy - 3rd 7 Year Old
Sefton - 3rd 10 Year Old
Scarlett - 2nd 10 Year Old
Huge thanks to Aaron for his superb (as usual) coordination of our crew.
Cycle Southland Bike Skills Days - 2nd and 3rd of June:
Keeping active and safe are priorities for our Health and Physical Education Curriculum. We are very fortunate to have
Cycle Southland visiting for 2 days next week to teach our Mānuka, Kōwhai and Mataī tamariki basic safety and riding
skills. All tamariki will need a bike and helmet for the two days. Please contact your classroom teacher if your child
doesn’t have a bike because we will be able to organise one for them to borrow.
LaunchPad (Bible In Schools) begins Wednesday 8th June:
Due to Covid, Launchpad has not been running for the first part of this year, but we welcome Graeme and Ellen Calder
back to school on Wednesday the 8th of June. When you enroll your tamariki at Rimu, you will have selected whether
you wish for your child to be part of this programme, or not. Please contact your classroom teacher if you wish to change
your initial decision.
Whanaungatanga - Welcome to Rimu:
Welcome to Rimu Sebastian, Eden and Charlie who have joined Rata this term.

Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,
Kate

