Paenga-whāwhā (April) 2022 RIMU COMMUNITY FOCUS

Tēnā koutou katoa Ngā mihi ki te hapori whānui ō te Kura
ō Rimu – greetings to the wider community of Rimu
School.

learners know, encourage them to explain and justify their
mathematical thinking and maintain that they know
throughout the year.

What a tūmeke (awesome) start we have had to 2022,
despite working within the restrictions of the Red level.
We have been focused on ensuring we continue to provide
a range of rich and meaningful learning opportunities for
our learners. This has meant adapting and finding creative
solutions to ensure events and activities can continue
within the restrictions. This is a true reflection of the quality
of our team and their commitment to and passion for
learning.
Our new scooter track has been such a
valuable asset for our school and our
wider community. Our security cameras
demonstrate that the track is used by a
range of our wider community on the
weekends from as early as 7.30am in the
morning until 8.30pm at night. We even
had a celebrity scooterer (Constable
Marty) do a hot lap with our tamariki
earlier in the term.
We are incredibly fortunate to
continue our partnership with the
Waihopai
Runaka
for our
Waihopaitaka project.
Our
tamariki absolutely love Whaea
Wiki coming in to teach pūrākau
(stories) and then playing the
games that reinforce the key concepts. Wiki has been
working with our teachers to create our own bank of
pūrākau that we can use for teaching in the future.
Another highlight this term for our
teachers has been our Mathematics
professional learning with Rob
Proffitt-White. Rob’s passion for
effective teaching of mathematics is
infectious and one of his strengths
is his ability to “walk the talk” by
demonstrating in classrooms. His professional learning is
focused on developing 5 “Rapid Routines”, which are
effective teaching approaches to diagnose what our

The introduction of the New Zealand Histories Curriculum
provided the perfect context to engage in learning about Te
Tiriti O Waitangi (The Treaty of Waitangi) through Drama.
What a treat it was to have Evelyn Mann work in our school
teaching process drama daily in each class for a week. It
was impressive to see the development in our children’s
skills and confidence to communicate their ideas and
understandings.
This year our Outdoor Education Days took on a different
format with each class heading out on their own adventure,
which our classes have written about in their newsletter
blurbs below. Mataī ventured down to the Clifton Caves,
Kōwhai had a fantastic day at Queens Park, Mānuka
headed down to Bluff to investigate the boat graveyard and
Omaui Beach and Miro and Rātā enjoyed a walk at
Seaward Bush, followed by playing with the Play Pods at
the Stadium and then a swim at Splash Palace.
We have had a steady flow of new enrolments into Rimu
this year and Rātā is already at capacity. We are looking
forward to Mrs Cuff joining us when she opens our second
New Entrant classroom. This term we have welcomed
Jake and Ihorei to Mataī, Emily, Parker and Mason to
Kōwhai, Carter and Sophie to Mānuka and Scarlett,
Casdiel, Annabelle, Zevery, Cadee, Kate, Indie, Evie,
James and Milla have joined Rātā.
At Rimu we valued physical
activity and our tamariki have
spent the term developing their
athletics skills, learning cricket
techniques with Keegan from
Cricket Southland, swimming at
the Woodlands School Pool and
our Year 7/8s even went across

to Stewart Island to participate in the regional Island
Triathlon. Huge thank you to Woodlands School for
allowing us to use their pool and Southern Reap for
providing our swimming instructor.
As an Enviroschool our tamariki
are continually learning to be
kaitiakitanga (guardians) for our
environment
and
about
sustainability. The harvest of our
orchard was plentiful this year
and our tamariki have baked and
preserved a range of different delicacies, including making
the apple crumble for senior camp.
We are incredibly thankful for the generous donation of
$580 from the Waimatua Rural Women's Group, which is
going toward our children’s future Enviroschools projects.
Covid has gently swept across Rimu and we are hoping
the upcoming holidays will give everyone the opportunity to
rest and rejuvenate. Fingers crossed that we move into
Orange restrictions next term and welcome our Whānau
back into our classrooms to enjoy our learning with us.
Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,

Kate

From the Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees is so excited
that the kids are enjoying their new
scooter track. It was a big job, but
super rewarding to see the kids
laughing and speeding around it.
The school house is looking great
with all the renovations completed
and B Block is looking very smart
thanks to Urban Colour’s new paint
job.
Thank you to Anthony Bradley who
has been working hard behind the scenes on property
projects and our school drainage. We’re looking forward to
having a dry field this winter.
Written by Cara Hedley
On behalf of the Rimu School BOT
From our Home and School Committee

Well, what a way to start the year with that fantastic
scooter track. It is awesome that the home and
school committee were able to contribute $10,000
towards the cost. It has been a very popular addition
to the school for the children to play on, not only

during school hours but has been very popular by the
community during the weekends also.
We started the year with our very first fundraiser,
something a little different this time round, salami!
Our salami come from Cured in Christchurch and we
have had very good reports that it is tasty. This
proved to be a delicious fundraiser and we managed
to raise $1423. We had a little incentive running this
time with scholastic book packs for our top sellers.
Well Done to the Chamberlain, Hibbs and Bradley
family who sold the most salami.
With Easter fast approaching it was time for hot cross
buns. These are always a crowd favourite. We sold
nearly 600 packets of buns! It is great to see the
families helping out to raise money which all ends up
back at school supporting our tamariki.
With covid well in truly in our community it has made
it hard for our committee to organise a big fundraising
event like we do each
year eg our gala day last
year. So small fundraisers
it is. We would like to
thank the Rimu
community for continuing
to support us with these, it
is very much appreciated.
Akomanga Kōrero:

Mataī
Mataī 2022 has had a great start to the
year so far! It has been great getting to
know each other through our ‘Ko wai au’
mahi, strengthening this with our inquiry
into ‘Te Tiriti O Waitangi’. We learnt
some interesting history of Aotearoa,
like:
●
●
●
●

“In school, Māori were not
allowed to speak te reo”. Pyper
“The resources like their food and land were taken
off them and they struggled to live”. Maisie
“Pākeha bought the land for cheap and sold it for a
profit”. Maia
“They protested and the tribunal worked, and is
working to give people land back”. Darcy and Dylan

We had little to no idea about the Treaty of Waitangi and
why it was created, who created it and the impact of it, both
in the past and now.

●
●
●

“Did you know that the treaty had four parts to it”?
Jacob
“Did you know that it was translated from English to
Māori in one night?” Zoe
“Did you know that Māori were here 500 years
before Pākhea came to settle?” Dylan

Our Outdoor Education trip this year was a special one we visited Clifden Caves and clambered through tight
spaces, ducking low and trying to avoid the cauldron of
water (most of us were completely unsuccessful and ended
up swimming through the middle)! It was great to see the
tamariki demonstrating mana motuhake as they persevered
and overcame challenges and fears.

We’ve been busy outside of the classroom; having cricket
sessions with Keegan where we have been developing our
Striking and Fielding skills, playing our kēmu with Whāea
Wiki about the pūrakau (stories) of Aotearoa and practising
our Athletics skills. We've been fortunate to have such
sunny days so we can get out in the fresh air!
In the classroom, we have been working to secure our
Number Knowledge in maths and refine our sentence
structure and ideas in writing. There are some great
mathematicians and authors in Mataī!
We were fortunate to have Halfmoon Bay School invite us
to Rākiura to compete in the ‘Great Southern Triathlon’ last
week. Read Jake Halder’s recount of it… 5km bike, 2.5km
run and 200m swim in the ocean is no easy feat!
The Year ⅞ ‘Great Southern Triathlon’
On the way to Stewart Island it was a little bit rough, getting
calmer the closer we got to Rākiura - no one was seasick!
Phewf! Once we arrived, we picked up the bags and then
went to the marshalling area to wait for the van to take us
for a tour around the bike track. We checked out the
running track too. At one o’clock, nerves pumping and our
hearts racing, it was time to start the race. First we did the
200m swim. Then the biking which was on gravel mostly
and was quite hilly; half way we had to ride up a hill that
went up gradually, for one kilometre! At the very end of the
race there was a very steep hill. Thankfully, the run was
very flat all the way. Once the race was finished, we all got
a prize for participation and the winning teams got an award
and the winning school won a trophy. It was a hard
challenge, but we are glad we competed and had the
experience of visiting Rākiura. The way back on the ferry
was very smooth! Phewf, we were tired!
By Jake Halder

Kōwhai
This term has been action packed in Kōwhai. It started with
testing out the new, impressive scooter track and has
ended with swimming as a class at Woodlands Primary
School. We have made connections with our peers by
sharing our passions and most treasured personal items.
We had a ball at Queen’s Park playing frisbee golf, going
on scavenger hunts, playing in the water and eating
creamy ice blocks. Our bodies have been challenged with
Athletics, Cricket and taking on Wiki’s awesome Māori
games, which link to our Pūrākau (Māori Myths and
Legends). We have established structured routines in
class and demonstrated great values, especially ‘Aroha’.
We have had a ball developing our Drama skills with
Evenlyn Mann and majorly enjoyed ‘Moving and Proving’
our thinking in Maths with Rob Proffitt-White. All in all this
term has been a great success, however we are all a bit
excited to enjoy some chocolate snacks and time at home
with whānau.

Mānuka
Kia Ora whānau,
Over the past couple of days we have been reflecting on
our term. We talked about what we did in term 1 and some
of our favourite things. Things that came up were, outdoor
education day at Omaui and the Boat Graveyard,
swimming, cricket with Keegan, reading, writing, playing
games with Mr Wakelin, ukulele, the overnight camp and
also learning about the Treaty of Waitangi. Below are some
things they wanted to share. We also really enjoyed
looking at different points of view about when Māori and
Europeans first met.
I have really enjoyed having Whaea Wiki come and teach
us and playing cricket with Keegan. William
I have enjoyed helping people in the class do their work
and doing writing. Jimmy
Swimming has been really fun at Woodlands School and
playing games with Whaea Wiki. Finn
Handwriting is something I like doing in class and also
doing Go Noodle. Max Hedley
School swimming and going on the class trip to the boat
graveyard and Omaui beach. Molly.
We loved investigating how many scooter push offs we
could do to get around the entire track, I think Jax nailed it.
Mason & Jack D

We also just want to thank all the parents and family
members who have helped our class one way or another.
From Mānuka

We are always happy to play Māori games with Wiki, she is
so fun and awesome. Daisy & Astar
I like the selection of books in our library. They are in order
and easy to find. Sally and I are Kōwhai librarians. We love
to scan books out for our class and return them. Eli H
I would like to thank Kate for helping me have the courage
to float on my tummy. You are a kind and caring parent. I
thank you so much. Sarah
I loved playing frisbee golf at Queen’s Park but not as
much as playing in the water. We threw heaps of water at
Miss KT who laughed and squealed like a little girl. Jack H
I love all of the different sports we have played this term.
From Dodgeball to high jump, Māori games to cricket plus
all of Miss KT’s class games have been so much fun. Jax
I loved doing the stick activity during drama because you
had to work together to keep the stick up. Jacob B

Miro
Term one Update From Miro…
Wow - what an action packed start to the year we’ve
had - so action packed it’s hard to believe that the
end is just round the corner.
This term we tackled our annual Outdoor Ed Day. The
day began with a beautiful bush walk around
Seaward Downs Reserve, where questions were
asked if we’d by chance taken the long loop - which
was not the case. The Jelly snakes at the halfway
point were a hit tough. This was followed by an action
packed time at the studium, with Miro and Rata
having heaps of fun with the play pod. The double
trolley on the bungee rope and the red trike-bike were

definitely hot favourites with the team. The day
concluded with a swim at Splash Palace, where we
spent the afternoon bouncing on the inflatable definitely a great day out!
The school orchard produced an abundance of
apples this year - we were lucky enough to get our
hands on some. We stewed some to make an apple
cake, which we gave to our big buddies from Matai who pop over each morning to listen to us read,
practice our sight words with us and read us a story.
We thought it was a nice way to say thank you.
This week we’ve been swimming. The team have
really enjoyed mastering some floating skills, along
with learning about how to keep ourselves safe in and
around the water. We had a really good go at using
different everyday items as floating aids today - the
team did a fabulous job. A big thanks to our parent
helpers - things like this don't happen without you.
Growing has also been a strong theme in Miro this
term. We planted out our veggie pod - which is now
full with lots of leafy greens as well as some radishes,
that we’ll be munching on later this week. We also got
our sun flowers in the ground. They’ve had a wee
growth spurt and it's looking like we might get a
couple to even flower. We’ll be sure to update you on
them in the next newsletter.
Have a safe and restful holiday break.
Over and out from Miro and myself.

Rātā

Reflections from Rātā
Term 1 has been a busy, fun filled term for the
tamariki in Rātā.
We have welcomed Scarlett, Cadee, Annabelle,
Zavery, Casdiel, Kate, Indie, Evie, James, Milla and
their whānau to our learning team throughout Term 1.
The term got underway with the excitement of the
newly built scooter track. The children have loved
exploring and challenging themselves on the track.
Constable Marty even did a ‘hot lap’ to check out our
newest addition.
We have learnt about each other and all about being
school kids at Rimu School!
Our Outdoor Education Day was a highlight as we
ventured out bush walking in Seaward Bush, creative
play with the Play Pods at the Stadium, and a dip at
Splash Palace to finish off. There were lots of smiles,
giggles and weary bodies at the end of our big day
out.

Evelyn Mann, a drama specialist, visited to share her
drama expertise as we explored the conventions of
drama through our creative construction of a town
called Muckle Nai Nai.
Our Inquiry focus has been around exploring New
Zealand’s beginnings and the importance of the
Treaty of Waitangi. Whaea Wiki has shared kemu
(games) and stories of the past whilst challenging us
physically!
Our school fruit trees provided a bumper crop of
apples, so we took the opportunity to bake some
yummy apple muffins.
To finish the term we have
been swimming; learning
water confidence and water
safety skills. What fun!!!!
Special thanks from the
Junior team to our whānau
who support our learning, adventures and tamariki.
Enjoy the Easter break, keep well and have a restful
holiday.
Ka kite from Rātā

