24th March 2022
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
New Entrant Visitors and New Prospective Whānau
One of the absolute pleasures of my job is showing prospective whānau around our school. I am always so proud of the
caring, warm school culture (whanaungatanga) we’ve worked hard to develop and how engaged our tamariki are in their
learning as a result of our teachers’ effective classroom programmes. We have experienced a positive increase in
applications for enrolment over the last couple of weeks, so if you know anyone who’s considering sending their tamariki
to Rimu, please encourage them to get in touch so they don’t miss out on a position.
Rātā has been a busy place this term as Mrs Scott and her crew have welcomed our New Entrants (for their school visits)
who are starting school by the beginning of next term. At this stage, Rātā will be full by May, but we will look to open our
other New Entrant classroom as our numbers increase.
Installation of Security Cameras
As a result of the breakin at school during the holiday break, our Board of Trustees has decided to install security
cameras, which are monitored by an app that Aaron and I have on our cellphones. It’s reassuring to know that we will be
able to call the Police if anyone is attempting to enter our school buildings or damage our school property and provide
video evidence of the offenders.
A positive of the cameras is the realisation of how much our scooter track is utilised by our community during the
weekends. There are people on the track from as early as 7.30am in the morning until 8pm at night. And even the odd
sighting of our resident “cat burglar” Sharky. Can you spot her?

Cricket Southland
We’ve been really fortunate to have Keegan from Cricket Southland teaching
cricket skills at Rimu over the last two Fridays. It was great to provide an
opportunity for our tamariki to get to know the sport and develop some
fundamental cricket skills.
Mathematics Professional Learning in Action in Classes
It’s been exciting to see our tamariki engaging in and excited about their
mathematics learning as our kaiako (teachers) engage in their maths
professional learning. I had to laugh when I popped into Mataī after school the
other day and the town bus tamariki were creating possible maths equations for
a problem they’d been given earlier in the day - talk about a high level of
engagement!
As a school, we are focusing on mastering basic facts because this is the
foundation for accuracy of calculations. This begins in our juniors with teaching
number bonds to 5 and 10, teaching our tamariki to know and accept that 5
objects is 5 etc without having to count them (subitizing), and to count on from
that number.

Our seniors and middle school are going to trial a basic facts app, which is like StepsWeb in its functionality because it’s
simple and focused on specific skill development, without any of the extra app extras like chat rooms and avatars, which
can distract learners from their skills practice.
Here’s a wee mathematics challenge for you all to have some fun with at home:

COVID’s Present Impact on School
As I write this newsletter, we are very fortunate to have experienced very limited numbers of tamariki with Covid or self
isolating, which has enabled us to continue with business as usual. Since the outbreak hit the South, we have only had 5
tamariki with Covid and 7 who have been household contacts. However, the regular cold has also swept through school
so at times we’ve had up to 25% of tamariki away.
Pip jokingly suggested that we must be the “Covid Elite” and perhaps we’re immune to it, while Anita suggested it’s
because we’re tough, rural Rimu people. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that they’re right!
Swimming - Week 10
Mr Wakelin has sent out information about our school swimming via the School App. This year Splash Palace cancelled
our school booking due to renovations, but we’ve found a solution and we’re going to head over to visit our neighbours at
Woodlands School for swimming. We are in desperate need of Dads and/or Grandads to help in the changing rooms, so
if you can help out, please make sure you register via the app.
Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,
Kate

