24th February 2022
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
School has been a gentle hum of productivity over the last couple
of weeks as teachers establish learning routines and our tamariki
settle back into school life. Our focus has been on providing a
calm, settled school culture with a focus on “business as usual”,
amid all the rapidly changing regulations we are experiencing. The
key to this is explicitly teaching about and through our school
values of whanaungatanga (sense of belonging), manaakitanga
(respect for ourselves, others and the environment), ako
(collaborating together), aroha (care the empathy) and mana
motuhake (self-managing and resilient).
Rob Proffitt-White Mathematics Professional Learning
Thank you for your support last week when we had our Teacher Only Day with Rob Proffitt-White. It was refreshing
being able to engage in professional learning in person, rather than online and our team are excited about invigorating
our mathematics programmes. Rob provided practical ideas that supported our kaiako (teachers) to jump straight in and
use them immediately in their classes. We thoroughly enjoyed watching him demonstrate across classes throughout
Thursday and found it fascinating to observe how our young people explain their thinking. Rob will be visiting us every
term this year, as well as connecting via Zoom.

Agrikids
Last Saturday Alice, with the support of Anthony and Helen, took a group of 6 kids to
Agrikids at Waimumu. Seth, Nico, Jacob, Meila, Pyper and Brooke thoroughly
enjoyed carrying out the challenges and working as a team.
Welcome to Rātā
Last week we welcomed Casdiel to Rātā and we look forward to getting to know him
and his whanau.
Arts Alive at Rimu
“Learning in, through, and about the arts stimulates creative action and response by engaging and connecting thinking,
imagination, senses, and feelings. By participating in the arts, students’ personal well-being is enhanced.” Our classes
have been busy engaging in creating artworks that reflect themselves and their cultural capital (what’s unique and
special about them). Here’s some of what’s on display at the moment:

We plan to have an Art Exhibition at the end of Term 2 to celebrate our children’s creativity.
On the 7th of March we are also very fortunate to have Evelyn Mann coming to work with every class for the week. She
will be leading them through process drama. Watch out on the Facebook page for videos and photos of the action.
Outdoor Education Day - Friday 4th March
Next Friday our classes will be heading out and about to different locations for our Outdoor Education Day. Usually this
would be a whole school event to the same location, aimed at building our sense of whānaungatanga (belonging).
However, this year due to Covid restrictions we have split up to ensure we’re not cross contaminating our bubbles.
Here’s what everyone’s going to be doing:
Miro / Rātā are heading for a bush walk, playing with the playpods at the Stadium and finishing off with a swim at Splash
Palace
Mānuka is off to Bluff to the old boat graveyard, followed by fun at Omaui Beach
Kōwhai are heading to Queens Park for frisbee golf, investigating the bird avery and some water fun
Mataī are hopefully heading to a secret location that is sure to challenge them, but this can’t be confirmed until the end
of this week.
Huge thanks to the wonderful whānau who have offered to support our trips, we couldn’t do it without you. Please keep
an eye out for notices about the trip, which will be coming home this week.
Red Level, Phase 3
Hot off the press, it has been announced that we will be moving to Red Level, Phase 3 as a country today. I am
expecting a Ministry Bulletin with more details this evening, but in the meantime it looks like the major difference for
schools will be that only people with a confirmed case of Covid and the people they live with, will need to self isolate. I
will keep you updated as I know more.
Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,
Kate

COMMUNITY NOTICE:

There is a Restricted Fire Season in place for all of the Southern District.
This means most fire types will require a permit to burn, a range of activities
such as barbequing and cultural cooking are still allowed. For more
information on what you can and can’t do, got to www.checkitsalright.nz
We also have a post on our Facebook page, which you are welcome to share.
https://www.facebook.com/SouthlandFENZ

