10th February 2022
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
Welcome back and tena koutou to our new whānau members. We began our year with class based
mihi whakatau across the school to welcome our new ākonga (students) and their whānau. Scarlett,
Annabelle, Zavery and Cadee have joined Rātā. We also look forward to Kate, Indie, Evie, James,
Sebastian, Milla and their whānau joining us this term. Sophie has joined Mānuka, Emily, Parker and
Mason joined Kōwhai and Ihorei has settled back in with the Mataī cohort.
I know with our strong sense of whanaungatanga (sense of belonging), that as a
community we will make our new whānau feel very welcome.
Scooter Track
An absolute highlight has been starting school with our new scooter track! Our tamariki are having such a
blast and their fitness is increasing immensely. The significant generosity of businesses and families in
our community who have contributed to making this project possible, is a direct reflection of the
supportive community we live in. Word is definitely out there and many of our wider community are also
making the most of the track on the weekends. I’d like to acknowledge the following businesses for their
contribution:

And to our fantastic whānau who provided equipment and manpower for our working bees, a huge
thank you:
Greg Herbert and his 4 workers, Tim Warnock, Anthony, Anita, Maddy, Pyper and Finn Bradley,
Stacey, Wade, Sam and Dylan Bradley, Jacinta, Neil, Seth and Ella Diamond, Alice, Joel and Ruby
Holland, Blair and Abel McKenzie, Caitlyn Livingstone, Carley, Nigel, Jaye, Lucas and Isaac Ward,
Sam Callahan, BJ Clingin, Nicole Padget, Millie and Liam Tait, Michelle, Beven, Jacob and Oliver
Pirrie, Brent and Sam Webster, Denzil Edwards, Dave, Alice Casey, Rebecca Jackson, Glenn and
Lexie Moody, Jozac Hillary and Leon Perriam.
Also a huge thank you to our wonderful Home and School Committee for fundraising and contributing
$10,000 towards the project. Your tireless commitment to our tamariki and kura (school) is very much
appreciated!
Planned Bike Days with Constable Marty
Constable Marty popped out to visit us this morning and did a “hot lap” on this scooter. He has offered
to help us with our bike and scooter safety skills by running 2 bike safety days, where he will cover
fitting helmets correctly and how to ride a bike / scooter safely. He will bring his trailer with 12 extra
bikes for children who do not have a bike. Please pencil these days into your calendar as these will be
bike only days (no scooters).
Friday 11th March - Senior Bike Day
Friday 25th March - Junior Bike Day

New Zealand Histories Curriculum - Te Tiriti o Waitangi (Treaty of Waitangi) and Early
Immigration
You may be aware that the New Zealand Histories Curriculum has been refreshed and is being
implemented in schools from this year. During Term 1 our tamariki will be engaging in learning
about Te Tiriti O Waitangi and early immigration to New Zealand. Our ākonga (students) will learn
about the importance and significance of the Te Tiriti O Waitangi to New Zealand, the 3 principles
of mahi-tahi (partnership), whakauru (participation) and whakangungu (protection) and about
some of the Acts that followed the treaty. Our skilled kaiako (teachers) will teach the concepts
through picture books, evaluating images, researching and we’re very excited to have Evelyn
Mann joining us in March for a week to teach through Drama in every class.
Senior Mask Wearing
Our tamariki and kaiako have done a great job of coming to terms with wearing masks in classes and
on the bus. We acknowledge that it isn’t easy and we have been very fortunate that the weather has
been conducive to lots of outdoor learning opportunities. Thank you for encouraging and supporting
your children to adhere to these rules and hopefully limit the potential of a breakout at Rimu School.
Facebook - Where You Can Catch All The Action
Don’t forget to follow Rimu School on Facebook. This is where we post all the videos and photos of
learning in action in our place.
Learning Te Ao Māori Through Pūrākau and Games with Whaea Wiki
This morning I happened to mention to one of our tamariki, as I wandered in from the gate, that
I needed to go and find Whaea Wiki and their response was absolute delight to have her back.
It was so nice to have her working with our tamariki and building our teacher’s skills. As part of
our professional learning, Pip spent this afternoon with Wiki creating a pūrākau (story), which
Pip will create into a game to reinforce learning key concepts through. This is part of our mahi
(work) to build sustainable teaching practices and resources.
Communication
We value open and honest communication so please don’t hesitate to contact the staff or myself if you have any
questions or concerns. For minor everyday questions, the best means of communication is send a quick message via
SeeSaw to kaiako (teachers) or drop me an email. Please be mindful that if emailing after 5pm, teachers will not
necessarily reply until the next day. Please also refrain from messaging teachers via social media, or by text after 5pm
because it is important that teachers have quality time with friends and whānau in the evenings as this ensures they are
rested and ready to “be at their best” in the classroom with our tamariki. If you wish to discuss any concerns, please
make an appointment with your child’s teacher or myself so that we can guarantee you the time to talk without
interruptions from the busyness of school life.
Mel is in the school office from 8.30am-12.30pm. If you wish to seek information or get a message to your child or child’s
teacher, please ring between these times. The normal answer phone does not get checked consistently during the
afternoons, however the bus answerphone is always cleared at 2.55pm.
School App
It’s a great time of year to ensure your School App Subscriptions are up to day. Please select the 3 bars in the top left
corner of the main screen, which should have a drop down menu. From here you can choose to receive messages from
classes, sports teams and cultural groups.
Book Amnesty
If you have any school readers or journals tucked away on book shelves at home, can you please return them to the
school office? We are missing early readers, journals and library books which will cost us a lot to replace, so all books
returned will be greatly received.
School Buses
Please support your child to stay safe on the bus by wearing their high viz vest to and from
school. If you need to replace your child’s vest, you can pay $17 for this via Kindo. Many of
you have regular travel arrangements communicated with Mel, which is much appreciated
because it enables her to coordinate our teachers’ folders. If your weekly plans change from
week to week, please email Mel by 11am on Monday with your plans. If you require any last
minute changes, please don’t hesitate to leave a message on the bus answer machine and
this will get communicated with your child.

😉

Sun Hats
Because we are back to school, the sun has begun to shine (well maybe not this week
). All children are required to
wear our wide brimmed red school hat. These are available to purchase for $17 via Kindo. If your child does not have a

hat, they will be asked to play in the shade. Please apply sunscreen on your tamariki in the morning before school. Caps
are not appropriate for school because they do not protect children’s heads well enough to meet the requirements of our
Health and Safety Policy.
Complaints Procedure
Our complaints procedure is available on our website and I have also attached it at the end of this newsletter for your
reference. We value open and honest relationships and have an open door policy. We encourage you to first speak to
your child’s classroom kaiako (teacher) if you have any concerns. If this does not resolve your concerns, please make a
time to speak with me - my door is always open.
Lunches
As a school we are focusing on demonstrating Manaakitanga for our environment and we really appreciate all of you who
are embracing our goal by packing rubbish free lunchboxes. Please unwrap prepackaged products such as muesli bars
before putting them in lunch boxes as these can easily fall out and end up littering our environment. Remember, if you
would like to purchase one of the Rimu Home and School Committee lunch boxes, there are still extras available at $10
per lunchbox.
Our Home and School Committee have reviewed their lunch options and this term they will just be offering sausages on
Fridays, with 2 burger Fridays throughout the term. Lunch cards can be pre purchased in $10, $20 and $30 amounts
from the Home and School Committee.
If you are available to help cook the barbeque, please contact the office.
Lost Property
We took a large amount of unnamed lost property to the Salvation Army at the end of last year. Please ensure all clothing
is clearly named so it can be returned to you.
Nāku noa nā – yours sincerely,
Kate

