Thursday 28th February 2019
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
The school has been moving to a different beat over the last two
weeks as we have all engaged in learning various dances with Mark
from Dances for Schools. All our classes have learnt a hip hop
dance and Rata and Miro tamariki have learnt the Bus Stop and
Paso Doble, Kowhai, Manuka and Matai have learnt a Lindy Hop. It
has been great seeing our tamariki get over the discomfort of
dancing with a partner of the opposite gender and demonstrating
ako (working together). We are excited to share this new learning
with you on Friday, beginning at 2pm with a welcoming performance
from our A&P Performance Choir. To summarise our dance
experience I thought this quote was very fitting,
“Great

dancers are not great because of their
technique, they are great because of their
passion.” - Martha Graham

Last week we welcomed Helen Bartlett onto our teaching team as our Teacher Aide for 2019. She has quickly settled
into her new role and is working with Alice Casey to set up our Student Boost Programme (previously called the Student
Support Programme), which is focused on providing extra learning support to meet the needs of our learners. Our
tamariki already love working with her! Please don’t hesitate to get in contact with your child’s teacher if you have any
concerns about their learning, our priority is supporting our learners to realise their full potential.
As discussed at our Meet the Teacher and Information Evening at the beginning of the year, we have introduced a new
health programme called “The Zones of Regulation” which is designed to support our teaching of mana motuhake,
manaakitanga and aroha by specifically teaching our tamariki about their emotions and how they can self manage and
support their peers to manage their emotions. You may have already heard your child talking about being in the “green
zone”, which means they are relaxed and ready for learning? Having a consistent language of learning across the
school helps students and teachers to be able to communicate clearly and effectively. As whanau, I thought you might
appreciate this chart, which clearly explains the different zones.

