31st January 2019
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
Welcome back and tena koutou to our new whānau members. We began our
year with a special pōwhiri for Katie and Alice, our new students and their
whānau.
Harrison is joining us in Rata
Sally is new to Miro
Ella, Brooke and Ms Harris are new to Manuka
Lily and Lucas have joined Kowhai
Logan and Alice are new to Matai.
Thank you to Nikki for leading us with a karanga and I know with our strong
sense of whanaungatanga, that as a community we will make them feel very
welcome.
We are beginning the year by building a positive classroom and school learning environment through focusing on our
school values of;
Aroha - Care and empathy
Ako - Collaborating and learning together
Manaakitanga - Respect for ourselves, other people and our environment
Whanaungatanga - Working together to develop our sense of belonging to our community
Mana Motuhake - Being self managing and resilient
Each class is going to unpack what they look like, sound like and feel like within their class and the wider school
community. These 5 values are promoted and celebrated in all that we do at Rimu School so watch this space.
Throughout the year the theme for our curriculum will be “Identity”.
Term 1
Me and My School
Curriculum Focus:
Social Studies and Dance

Term 2
Me and My Environment
Curriculum Focus:
Enviroschools - Science,
Visual Arts

Term 3
Me and My World
Curriculum Focus:
Social Studies and The Arts

Term 4
Me and Beyond My World
Curriculum Focus:
Science and Technology

We will be collecting student voice early this term about what they would like to learn about the environment, our world
and beyond planet Earth and this will be used to inform our planning throughout the year.
We are also excited about having our expert dance teacher from “Dances For
Schools” come down to work with us. We will be learning a range of different dance
styles through dance lessons every day during Weeks 4 and 5. We are also
planning to host a “Dancing With The Stars” social event later this term, so warmly
invite parents who might be interested in participating in this to come along and learn
the dances with us. Please see the App message for details.
Over the holidays the school has been a hive of industry with painting contractors
giving the exterior of our buildings a spruce up and staining our outdoor picnic tables
and benches. It looks very sharp! The exterior doors in Miro and Rata have not been
painted because they will be replaced with new aluminum doors at the end of the
year. You might also notice that the junior book room has been relocated to create an inviting shared space between
Miro and Rata. We are just awaiting a new patch of vinyl so it will be the perfect space for messy making and creating.
At Rimu our focus is raising student achievement across the school. We focus on each individual child and where they
are currently achieving. Then we group the children and specifically plan their next learning steps to build on their current
understanding and extend them. If you have any questions about our programmes, feel free to pop in and discuss them
with me. My door is always open.

