25th October 2018
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
Welcome back to another exciting term of learning. It has been great to see all our tamariki return to school
looking refreshed and I have enjoyed hearing about their holiday adventures.
Preparations are fully underway for our Pet Day on Saturday 3rd of November. Let’s hope the weather is as
beautiful as it was during Labour Weekend. You should have received a paper copy of information about the
day and you can also find this on our school website under the School News tab:
https://www.rimu.school.nz/pages/school-news/
Throughout the year Technology has been our focus area of the curriculum. The
Technology Curriculum includes much more than using digital devices. It involves
students working as "technologists" to develop an understanding of how and why man
made products and systems evolve over time, understanding systems and/or designing
solutions for identified "needs". Pet Day provides the perfect opportunity to work through
a design process to develop a product for sale, which is the focus for our student’s
current inquiry learning. As part of our Inquiry Review process, we have emailed you a
Google Form with a short survey for you complete. Your feedback is highly valued and
helps to inform our future teaching programmes.
Southland’s weather is our best kept secret and as such it is really important that our
tamariki have their wide brimmed school hats at school to wear during the break times. Please also ensure
that your child has sunscreen applied every morning and is wearing layers that can be stripped off so they
don’t get too hot. A drink bottle filled with water is also an essential!
I have been enjoying time out in the vegetable garden with my “all comers garden
club”. Most lunchtimes over the last week the garden has been alive with the hum
and busyness of 5 through to 13 year olds weeding and clearing the garden plots
ready for spring planting. We are very grateful to Gerald Spain who has volunteered
to deliver a load of rich compost to give our vegetable garden a refresh. If you’re
interested and available to help with our garden, we’d love to hear from you.
I have just learnt about a very cool science and technology device which is available
for purchase in March, that will enable our students to monitor temperature, moisture
etc in comparison to plant growth. I can imagine our tamariki will enjoy learning using
this tool.
Last week we participated in the National Shakeout, which was a
meaningful opportunity to practice what to do in case of an earthquake
and this week we have practiced our fire drill. It is a good idea to also
practice these situations at home so that your children know what to do
in case of an emergency. Nigel Latta demonstrated in a recent series
“The Curious Mind” that we can train ourselves to reduce anxiety and
deal more calmly with difficult situations through practice before the
situation occurs in real life. If you’re interested in learning about this,
please click on this link to watch his documentation on demand.
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/shows/the-curious-mind/episodes/s1-e4

