21 June 2018
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
Lately we have had many prospective new parents visiting Rimu School and I feel very fortunate to have the
privilege of showing these people around. I am always filled with pride when we walk from class to class and
observe the settled classroom atmospheres, collegial working relationships between students and their
teachers, engaged young learners, interesting classroom programmes and the strong sense of
whanaungatanga.
Often in the busyness of our lives we don’t always take the time to notice and value those around us. Giving
and receiving compliments is a skill that builds a sense of aroha, which is a focus for our values teaching for
the rest of the term. Hopefully this will transfer onto you as parents receiving compliments from your children
about things such as a delicious meal you serve up for them.
Recently Emma Scott and I attended a workshop run by the Ministry of
Education and NZEI focused on reigniting the New Zealand curriculum post
National Standards. It was invigorating to have the opportunity to think about
how we might integrate Te Whariki (Early Childhood Curriculum) into the first
years of school, how to use the Arts as a powerful tool for supporting children
to understand the world around them and the power of the Key Competencies
for teaching students how to learn.
The amount of brain research that is now available enables us as educators to
better understand what is happening during these early and vital stages of your child’s
development. For example we now know that up until 7 years of age, not all children
are ready for learning academic subjects such as reading, writing and mathematics
because their brains are still developing their limbic system (social and emotional skills
- relating to others). We also now know that many children actually need to start the
day with large motor skills movement as this is what their brain requires to be ready for
learning.
With this in mind, we are thinking critically about the importance of
structured play for teaching our tamariki how to collaborate and interact positively with
each other and providing movement opportunities to set our tamariki up for success.

We were shaking our bellies. We were playing on the
poles and swing and the beam. We were getting our
bodies ready for the day. ~ Samara (Rata)
As you know, we are working to develop mana motuhake (student agency) across the school and encourage
our tamariki to share their thoughts and opinions. I received a great example of this from Dylan (Miro) who
was concerned about the state of our sandpit toys. He wrote me a letter, asking me to address his concern,

Dear Kate,
The children in Miro really like the two sandpits. However, we have no shovels. Please can we
have more equipment because everything else is broken.
Thank you for taking time to read my letter.
From Dylan

