2 August 2018
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of Rimu School.
This term our school will be alive with planning for and creating
environmental and technological projects. Miro’s chicken coop is
constructed and the Miro children are creating visual art pieces,
which will decorate the coop. Matai are planning a waharoa which
reflects our school values as an entrance to our school. Kowhai
will be engaging in extending our playground play spaces and
Manuka are going to learn how to grow native plants and will be
working on redeveloping our native tree area so we have a
progressive plan to add to it over time. Our students love learning
through hands on experiences out in our environment.
The end of Term 2 was an opportunity to share student’s progress
with whanau through our written reports and Student Led
Conferences. The informal feedback I have received while chatting with whanau is that you appreciate the
simplicity of our reporting formats and can tell exactly how your children are going in key learning areas. I have
also received feedback that whanau liked the addition of the reflection sheets as it was an opportunity to reflect
on learning together and prompt questions or sharing of student’s cultural capital that could enhance learning in
the classroom. I found them really interesting to read and learnt a new thing about every student that I read
about.
Our teachers have engaged in a professional
learning call back day during the holidays
focused on making learning strategies visible to
students. We also spent time preparing to
implement the Alpha to Omega spelling
programme in classes and upskilling in Digital
Technologies. The new Digital Technologies
Curriculum becomes compulsory in 2020 and
we are lucky to have Aaron to lead the team to
develop in this area of the curriculum. Our teachers are excited about getting
to work with Gail Loane (internationally renowned writing consultant) again on the 23rd and 24th of August.
We are very fortunate to be able to provide the option for Year 7/8s to stay at Rimu and we all take great pride
in watching our special young people grow in confidence and capability, leaving Rimu School for secondary
school in Year 9 confident in who they are as a learner and with strong personal values. Did you know that
leading educational research has proven what informed teachers and parents have known all along….
….that the professional who stands at the front of your child’s class each day will have a bigger impact than
almost any other factor.
1. Is that teacher fully planned and prepared for each teaching
day?
2. What is the quality of their relationship with their students?
3. Do students receive quality feedback on their work?
4. Are students shown how they can improve?
5. Are instructions clear?
6. Is the teacher sensitive to their specific learning needs?
7. Are programmes based on clear goals and high
expectations?

