1st February 2018
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki Te whānau ō te Kura ō Rimu – greetings to all families of
Rimu School.
Welcome back to another exciting year of learning at Rimu School. It is lovely to see all
the children looking happy, refreshed and ready to settle into learning. Yesterday we
began the year by discussing our school values and we watched a Kid President clip
which challenged the children to be more awesome. I look forward to seeing our Rimu
tamariki continue to grow and realise their full potential or “full awesomeness”.
Last year we gathered information from students, staff and our community as part of our
community consultation to help inform the strategic direction of our school. As a staff we
have used this information to unpack what it means to provide Enriching Education with
Country Values. During our professional learning days together in January we
discussed, critiqued and then classified what you identified as Country Values and came
to the realisation that they fit into 5 categories:
Aroha - Care and empathy
Ako - Collaborating and learning together
Manaakitanga - Respect for ourselves, other people and our environment
Whanaungatanga - Working together to develop our sense of belonging to our community
Mana Motuhake - Being self managing and resilient
Over this term each class is going to unpack what they look like, sound like and feel like within their class and the wider
school community. These 5 values will be promoted and celebrated in all that we do at Rimu School so watch this space.
This year we have a few changes to staff. We welcome Emma Scott who will be teaching the lovely children in Manuka
and Matai is fortunate to have the opportunity to learn with Whaea Renee who is a student teacher with them for the
duration of the year. We hope you both thoroughly enjoy your year as part of our special learning community. Also,
Katherine Steer has recently changed her name to Katherine Reedy and will be know at school as Whaea Katherine. If
you wish to contact Katherine via email, her address is now: kreedy@rimu.school.nz
Over the holidays the school has been a hive of industry with the installation of new windows in Rata, Miro and Totara, the
full transformation of Manuka into a permanent functional classroom space, the addition of a new wet sandpit and new
doors added to the library. Thank you to Jeremy for prioritising our projects to enable us to start the year looking very
spruced up!
At Rimu our focus is raising student achievement across the school. We focus on each individual child and where they are
currently achieving. Then we group the children and specifically plan their next learning steps to build on their current
understanding and extend them. If you have any questions about our
programmes, feel free to pop in and discuss them with me. My door is
always open.
On Thursday 15th February we will be holding our meet the teacher evening
from 7-8pm. This is an important opportunity for whanau to come along,
meet their child’s teacher and hear about the class overview, expectations
and communication systems for the year. If you were unable to make the
meeting do feel free to come in to the school and meet your child’s teacher
at another time.
We really value working in partnership with you to achieve the best for your
child. On the 13th and 14th of March we will be holding our Student
Learning Goal Conferences which are a valuable opportunity to reflect on
your child’s progress so far this year and set academic and social goals to support your child as a learner. At the beginning
of March we will send you a link to our digital booking system. We will be finishing at our usual time of 3pm Tuesday the
13th, but on Wednesday the 14th school will finish at 12.30pm to allow enough time for teachers to meet with all students
and their whanau.

